== People of our everyday life

$79 $112 $62 $69 $55 $79 $55

Graveside Flower Etiquette

by Shailynn Krow
Ak When individuals visit a loved one's grave, they often want to
bring flowers. When doing so, they must not only respect the
policies of the cemetery, but it is also proper graveside etiquette
to consider the buried person's religious beliefs and respect those
buried beside them. Military cemeteries, for example, have
different requirements than civilian. Understanding the policies
and following proper etiquette will ensure your flowers are not

taken down and that your flowers are enjoyed by all.
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Attendants remove dying flowers automatically so as not to tarnish the appearance of gravesides.

Floral Tins and Pots

Most cemeteries utilize floral tins placed by each grave on the ground. Loved ones can place flowers and adornments in
these tins during each visit. Tins should remain by each graveside and you should never remove a tin from another’s
graveside to add more flowers. In the event that the cemetery does not provide floral tins, it is proper etiquette to bring
floral arrangements in nonbreakable containers -- avoid glass or terra-cotta.

Religious Considerations

Respect a person's religion even after death. Consider the flowers that represent that individual’s religion when placing
flowers at the graveside, or whether that person's religion allows the use of flowers. Eastern Orthodox, for example, uses
white flowers at gravesides. Judaism prefers the use of fresh fruits rather than flowers; therefore, placing flowers at the
graveside may not be appropriate, depending on how traditional the person's values were.

Cemetery Restrictions

Some cemeteries have a specific list of restrictions to abide by when placing flowers at a graveside. Contact the
groundskeeper or an official at the cemetery to find out what flowers you can use at the gravesides, how large the flower
arrangements can be and any other special restrictions. This will prevent any violations of policies for the cemetery, but
also ensure that someone does not remove your flowers for being inappropriate.
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