July 2016

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (VA) ADVISORY COMMITTEES

NAMES AND OBJECTIVES

The following list of 25 VA advisory committees includes 15 that have been established by statute (with an asterisk *) and 10 nonstatutory panels designed to provide advice on selected VA programs and policies.  The advisory committees listed below are arranged alphabetically according to key words (bold print) in their titles.  Immediately following the list of committees are summaries of the committees’ objectives.
	1)
	VA National Academic Affiliations Council

	*2)
	Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials

	  3)
	Cooperative Studies Scientific Evaluation Committee

	*4)
	Advisory Committee on Disability Compensation 

	*5)
	Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Education

	*6)
	Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Environmental Hazards

	*7)
	Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War

	8)
	Genomic Medicine Program Advisory Committee

	*9)
	Geriatrics and Gerontology Advisory Committee

	*10)
	Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses 

	11)  
	Health Services Research and Development Service Merit Review Board

	*12)
	Advisory Committee on Homeless Veterans

	  13)
	Joint Biomedical Laboratory Research and Development and Clinical Science 

   Research and Development Services Scientific Merit Review Board

	*14)
	Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans

	 15)
	MyVA Advisory Committee

	16)
	National Research Advisory Council 

	*17)
	Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and Special Disabilities Programs

	*18)
	Advisory Committee on the Readjustment of Veterans

	*19)
	Veterans' Advisory Committee on Rehabilitation

	20)
	Rehabilitation Research and Development Service Scientific Merit Review 

   Board


	21)
	Veterans’ Rural Health Advisory Committee

	*22)
	Special Medical Advisory Group 

	*23) 
	Advisory Committee on Structural Safety of Department of Veterans Affairs

   Facilities

	24)
	Department of Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service National Advisory  Committee

	25)
	Advisory Committee on Women Veterans



OBJECTIVES OF VA ADVISORY COMMITTEES
VA National Academic Affiliations Council
Provides advice to the Secretary regarding partnerships between VA and its academic affiliates.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials (Statutory)

Provides advice to the Secretary on the administration of national cemeteries, the selection of cemetery sites, the erection of appropriate memorials, and the adequacy of Federal burial benefits.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cooperative Studies Scientific Evaluation Committee
Provides advice on VA cooperative studies, multi-site clinical research activities, and policies related to conducting and managing these efforts; ensures that new and ongoing projects maintain high quality, are based upon scientific merit, and are efficiently and economically conducted.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Advisory Committee on Disability Compensation (Statutory)
Provides advice to the Secretary on establishing and supervising a schedule to conduct periodic reviews of the VA Schedule for Rating Disabilities (VASRD).
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Education (Statutory)
Provides advice to the Secretary on the administration of education and training programs for Veterans and Servicepersons, Reservists, and dependents of Veterans under Chapters 30, 32, 35, and 36 of Title 38, and Chapter 1606 of Title 10, United States Code.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Environmental Hazards (Statutory) – Administratively Inactive
Provides advice to the Secretary on adverse health effects that may be associated with exposure to ionizing radiation, and makes recommendations on proposed standards and guidelines regarding VA benefit claims based upon exposure to ionizing radiation.  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War (Statutory) 
Provides advice to the Secretary on the administration of benefits for Veterans who are former prisoners of war, and to assess the needs of such Veterans in the areas of service-connected compensation, health care, and rehabilitation.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Genomic Medicine Program Advisory Committee

Provides advice on the scientific and ethical issues related to the establishment, development, and operation of a genomic medicine program within the Department of Veterans Affairs.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Geriatrics and Gerontology Advisory Committee (Statutory)

Provides advice to the Secretary on all matters pertaining to geriatrics and gerontology by assessing the capability of VA health care facilities to meet all the needs of older Veterans, and by evaluating VA facilities designated as Geriatric Research, Education, and Clinical Centers.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Research Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses (Statutory)

Provides advice to the Secretary on proposed research studies, research plans, or research strategies relating to the health effects of military service in Southwest Asia during the Gulf War.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Health Services Research and Development Service Merit Review Board
Provides advice on the fair and equitable selection of the most meritorious research projects for support by VA research funds; ensures the high quality and mission relevance of VA’s legislatively mandated research and development program.; advise on the scientific and technical merit, originality, feasibility, and mission relevance of individual research proposals; and advise on the adequacy of protection of human and animal subjects.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Advisory Committee on Homeless Veterans (Statutory)

Provides advice to the Secretary on benefits and services provided to homeless Veterans by the Department of Veterans Affairs.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Joint Biomedical Laboratory Research and Development and Clinical Science Research and Development Services Scientific Merit Review Board

Provides advice on the scientific quality, budget, safety, and mission relevance of investigator-initiated research proposals submitted for VA merit review consideration.  The proposals to be reviewed may address research questions within the general area of biomedical and behavioral research or clinical science research.  The Board also advises VA research officials on program priorities and policies, as well as administration of VA’s intramural program.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans (Statutory)

Provides advice to the Secretary on the administration of VA benefits for Veterans who are minority group members in the areas of compensation, health care, rehabilitation, outreach, and other services.  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MyVA Advisory Committee

Provides advice to the Secretary and the Executive Director, MyVA Task Force, on matters affecting the MyVA initiative and VA’s ability to rebuild trust with Veterans and other stakeholders, improve service delivery focusing on Veteran outcomes, and set the course for longer-term excellence and reform .
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

National Research Advisory Council 

Provides advice to the Secretary on research and development sponsored and/or conducted by the Veterans Health Administration, to include policies and programs of the Office of Research and Development. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and Special Disabilities Programs (Statutory)

Provides advice to the Secretary on VA prosthetics programs and the rehabilitation research, development, and evaluation of prosthetics technology; assesses VA programs that serve Veterans with spinal cord injury, blindness or vision impairment, loss of or loss of use of extremities, deafness or hearing impairment, or other serious incapacities.    
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Advisory Committee on the Readjustment of Veterans (Statutory)

Provides advice to the Secretary on policies, organizational structures, and the provision and coordination of services to address Veterans' post-war readjustment to civilian life, with particular emphasis on post-traumatic stress disorder, alcoholism, other substance abuse, post-war employment, and family adjustment.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Veterans' Advisory Committee on Rehabilitation (Statutory)

Provides advice to the Secretary on the rehabilitation needs of disabled Veterans and the administration of VA's rehabilitation programs. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rehabilitation Research and Development Service Scientific Merit Review Board

Provides advice on the fair and equitable selection of the most meritorious research projects for support by VA research funds; provides advice for research program officials on program priorities and policies; ensures that the VA Rehabilitation Research and Development program promotes functional independence and improves the quality of life for impaired and disabled Veterans.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Veterans’ Rural Health Advisory Committee

Provides advice to the Secretary on health care issues affecting enrolled Veterans residing in rural areas.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Special Medical Advisory Group (Statutory)

Provides advice to the Secretary and the Under Secretary for Health on matters relating to the care and treatment of Veterans and other matters pertinent to the operations of the Veterans Health Administration, such as research, education, training of health manpower, and VA/DOD contingency planning.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Advisory Committee on Structural Safety of Department of Veterans Affairs Facilities (Statutory)

Provides advice to the Secretary on structural safety in the construction and remodeling of VA facilities, and to recommend standards for use by VA in the construction and alteration of facilities.    

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Department of Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service National Advisory Committee

Provides advice to the Secretary and the Under Secretary for Health on how to coordinate and promote volunteer activities within VA health care facilities.   

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Advisory Committee on Women Veterans (Statutory)

Provides advice to the Secretary on the needs of women Veterans regarding health care, rehabilitation benefits, compensation, outreach, and other programs administered by VA. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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